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Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
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Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names/Foreign Names Committee 
    (by teleconference) 
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Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Josefa Baker, Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) (by teleconference) 
Lisa Delmonico, Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
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Ryan Nichols, Department of the Interior 
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1.  Opening  
 
Chairman Flora opened the meeting at 9:50 a.m. and invited members, staff, and guests to introduce 
themselves.  
 
2.  Minutes of the 811th Meeting 
 
The minutes of the 811th meeting, held March 14, 2019, were approved with minor edits. 
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3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace for Dillon) 
 
The first session of the newly constituted United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 
(UNGEGN) will take place April 29 to May 3, 2019, in New York City.  Several BGN members and staff 
plan to attend. 
 
As a result of the President’s March 25 Proclamation recognizing Israeli sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights, the Foreign Names Committee (FNC) is changing most toponyms in that area from Arabic (Syria) 
to Hebrew (Israel). 
 
The FNC recently approved for Federal use the change of the name of the capital of Kazakhstan from 
Astana to Nur-Sultan, in honor of its first president, Nursultan Nazarbayev, who resigned in March. 
 
The FNC also recently approved a change in category for Gitega, Burundi, from a seat of a first-order 
administrative division (PPLA) to the capital of a political entity designated as an independent state 
(PPLC).  Burundi now considers Gitega to be the political capital and Bujumbura as the economic capital.  
Bujumbura remains the primary capital of Burundi for diplomatic purposes. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Yost and Palmer) 
 
The next quarterly meeting of the Full Board will take place Tuesday, April 16, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.   
 
Ryan Moore is now serving as the new FNC assistant. 
 
Palmer reported that the FNC received a proposal from an Australian citizen to change the name of the 
South China Sea to the “Bay of Asia.” 
 
Following Michael Lewis’s departure, Palmer asked Lyon if the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers intends to 
appoint a new representative to the FNC.  She responded that Andrew Griffin is expected to be appointed as 
a BGN deputy member and will likely attend future FNC meetings. 
 
At its March 19 meeting, the Advisory Committee on Undersea Features (ACUF) deferred a 
recommendation on the proposals to apply names to a number of features off the coast of Alaska, citing a 
need for further research.  Several of these features are also under DNC purview.  Runyon and O’Donnell 
participated in the meeting by phone.  The name Bering Shelf will be recommended for approval to the 
BGN. 
 
FNC staff recently learned that the long-awaited modernization effort for the GEOnet Names Server will 
begin this summer.  The program known as Foundation GEOINT Modernization (FG Mod) is based on 
ESRI software, incorporates an agile development model, and is expected to take two or more years to 
complete. 
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3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
Forrest and Lyon are expected to be nominated to serve as chair and vice chair of the committee at the April 
16 Full Board meeting.  The SCC has not met since the last Full Board meeting.  
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Yost) 
 
The 2019 annual meeting of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA) will be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, August 5-9.   
 
The Secretariat is completing a response to a Freedom of Information Act request for all documents related 
to the Coffee Creek, Arkansas, application change proposal.  The DNC has not yet voted on this proposal. 
 
The DNC’s Diary of Actions, Policies, And Events: 1991-2015 has been posted to the BGN website.  Yost 
expressed thanks to Jacqueline Nolan, who compiled, formatted, edited, and completed the document; Bill 
Logan for drafting the information; and Doug Caldwell, Kanalley, Runyon, and O’Donnell for their help 
editing the document. 
 
Yost received an inquiry from a retired commander with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration who has been working on tribal fishing rights regulations.  The inquiry was about the 
BGN’s description of the extent of the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  Yost provided the text of the 1897 decision 
and the revised description approved by the BGN in 1979.  
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Quarterly Review List 435, comprising 36 new name and name change proposals, was posted at the BGN 
website last week.  A notice was sent out to all federally recognized Tribes and Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers recognized by the National Park Service, as well as to BGN members, State names authorities, and 
other interested parties.  The Secretariat has begun contacting local, State, and Federal partners for feedback 
on the proposals. 
 
Runyon and Danfora participated in a teleconference with an Orange County (Florida) 
commissioner and staff about the proposal to apply the new name Lorelei Swamp to an unnamed 
feature.  The owners of a portion of the swamp object to the use of the word “Swamp” as it would likely 
impact the future resale value of their property.  The county commissioner met with the proponent and 
suggested “Bayou” as a more appropriate generic term.  Because only proponents can amend their 
proposals, staff will ask the proponent to comment on the matter. 
 
Runyon received an inquiry from the Denver Post about the proposals to change the name of Mount Evans.  
As was reported at the March DNC meeting, a counterproposal for the name Mount Soule has been 
received.  Runyon has informed the proponent of the original proposal for Mount Cheyenne Arapaho, as 
well as Denver City and County Parks, which has become involved in the review process.  The BGN would 
prefer not to be asked to choose between competing proposals and would hope that the issue can be 
resolved locally.  
 
Runyon received a request from a local reporter for information about the proposal to amend the application 
of the names Gardiners Bay and Napeague Bay for two bodies of water in Suffolk County, New York.  
Staff prepared a timeline of the proposal for the reporter. 
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3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
There was no report. 
 
3.7  Presentation by Constellation Brands, Inc. about the BGN decision on To Kalon Creek (Merone and 
Monmonier) 
 
Shelton reported that Andrew “Tuck” Beckstoffer (who sells grapes bearing the name “To Kalon” under 
license from Constellation Brands, Inc.) is a member of the National Park System Advisory Board, and so, 
to avoid even the appearance of impropriety, Shelton will recuse himself from any further discussion or 
consideration of the To Kalon Creek BGN decision.  He left the meeting for the duration of the 
presentation. 
 
William Merone, Counsel from Hunton Andrews Kurth, LLP, representing Constellation Brands, Inc., 
referred to the presentation he gave at the March DNC meeting about concerns that have been raised 
following the BGN’s 2017 approval of the new name To Kalon Creek for a previously unnamed stream in 
Napa County, California.  Constellation Brands is requesting the BGN revisit its decision.  Merone 
introduced Dr. Mark Monmonier, who gave a presentation on his research into the issue. 
 
Chairman Flora thanked Dr. Monmonier for his presentation and discussion and asked that members be 
prepared to discuss the request to revisit the decision at the May DNC meeting.  The Secretariat will 
provide the members with a copy of the relevant material for their review. 
 
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 
parties 
 
Change Muce (FID 295469) to Muse, Florida (Review List 434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
Change Leinaopapio Point (FID 361815) to Leinaopapio, Hawaii (Kalaupapa National Historical Park) 
(Not Review Listed) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  A member asked if a generic term was included 
in the name Leinaopapio.  Staff reported that according to Hawaiian dictionaries, “leina” means “a place to 
leap from” so the name Leinaopapio means “Papio’s leap.” 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
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                  0  abstentions 
 
Change applications of Bald Mountain Creek (FID 1137457) and Bear Creek (FID 1137650), Oregon 
(Siskiyou National Forest) (Not Review Listed) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the changes. 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
Yost thanked the members for considering a proposal that was not placed on a review list, noting that the 
changes were needed to help give effect to recent congressional legislation. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Chippewa Creek, Alabama (Review List 434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name citing the negative recommendation of the State 
Names Authority.   
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
One member left the meeting. 
 
Change Runaway Negro Creek (FID 322000) to Burntpot Creek or Freedom Creek, Georgia (Review 
Lists 432, 434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the proposal for Freedom Creek, citing the Georgia State 
Senate resolution, as well as the recommendations of the State Names Authority and the Chatham County 
Commissioners.   
 
 Vote:   10  in favor 
                0  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
Falcon Bayou, Texas (Review List 429) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendation of the State 
Names Authority.   
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
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Pyramid Point, Wisconsin (Review List 434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendation of the State 
Names Authority.   
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Shippee Pond, Connecticut (Review List 428) (FID 2803693) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
Change Wiley Creek (FID 1152371) to Wyllie Creek, Oregon (Malheur National Forest) (Review List 
434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  Members expressed concerns regarding the 
existence of a duplicate name in the same county.   
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
Change Wiley Creek (FID 1161592) to Wyllie Creek, Oregon (Review List 434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   10  in favor 
                1  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
The vote against the motion cited a desire to avoid duplicate names in close proximity. 
 
Smith Island, Washington (Review List 434) (FID 2803704) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
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V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Mount Tempest, Colorado (Review List 434) (FID 2803692) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                1  against 
                  2  abstentions 
 
The vote against the motion cited a belief that the strong winds experienced on the summit are not unique 
enough to the location to warrant the name. 
 
Mingwe Run, Ohio (Review List 434) (FID 2803694) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:     7  in favor 
                4  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited concerns that the name could be construed to be offensive. 
 
Twenty-five names in Deschutes County, Klamath County, and Lake County, Oregon 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider as a group the twenty-five new name proposals for features in 
and around Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Oregon.  After a member questioned whether the 
generic “Butte” was appropriate for features that do not have characteristics of buttes and are actually 
cinder cones, the motion and second were withdrawn.  The member suggested that all names that include 
“Butte” could be considered as a group, but no motion was made.  Members discussed the definition of a 
butte and the fact that most of the summits in the area have the generic “Butte” even if they are cinder cones 
or other kinds of summits.  
 
A motion was made to defer all twenty-five names so that staff could ask the proponent about including a 
more geologically and topographically accurate generic term.  Staff noted that the proponent has been 
working for several years to have the names made official for use in geologic mapping, and that they are 
reported to be in use already by geologists, and that “Butte” is a frequent false generic for summits in the 
area; as such, the proponent may be unwilling to amend the proposals.  The motion failed for a lack of a 
second. 
 
Doublet Cones, Lakeshore Domes, North Canyon, Round Hill, Shaped Hill, Skunk Rim, and 
Waterfall Rim, Oregon (Review List 434) (Newberry National Volcanic Monument / Deschutes National 
Forest) (FIDs 2803697-2803699, 2803701-2803703, 2803705) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider as a group the seven names that do not contain the generic 
“Butte.” 
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 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve these seven names. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
One member left the meeting. 
 
Camp Abbott Butte, Oregon (Review List 434) (Deschutes National Forest) (FID 2803696) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name Camp Abbott Butte because it is in published use. 
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                2  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited concerns that the generic “Butte” is not appropriate for the feature which 
is a volcanic cone. 
 
Kanalley, who attended the Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) meeting at which all twenty-five of 
these names were recommended for approval, and also participated in a field trip to the view the features, 
reported that some OGNB members had also discussed whether “Butte” was an appropriate generic term, 
but ultimately decided it was warranted because of existing local use.   
 
North Kawak Butte, Oregon (Review List 434) (Newberry National Volcanic Monument / Deschutes 
National Forest) (FID 2803700) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name North Kawak Butte because it is in published use. 
 
 Vote:     7  in favor 
                2  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
The votes against the motion cited concerns that the generic “Butte” is not appropriate for the feature which 
is a volcanic cone. 
 
Abacus Buttes, Alignment Butte, Camp Butte, Corner Butte, Deadfall Butte, Dogleg Butte, Double 
Butte, Erratic Butte, Grade Butte, Huntington Butte, Jackpine Butte, Lithic Butte, Pine Cone Butte, 
Shoulder Butte, Split Butte, and Washed Butte, Oregon (Review List 434) (Newberry National Volcanic 
Monument / Deschutes National Forest) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider as a group the remaining sixteen names. 
 

Vote:     9  in favor 
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                0  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the names.  Discussion about the appropriate generic term 
continued. 
 

Vote:     4  in favor 
                5  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
The motion failed.  The votes against the motion cited concerns that the generic “Butte” is not appropriate. 
 
Nelscott Creek, Oregon (Review List 434) (FID 2803695) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:     9  in favor 
                0  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:23 p.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting will be held May 9, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. at the Department of 
the Interior, North Penthouse Room. 
 
       (signed) Louis A. Yost    
    
       ____________________________ 
       Louis A. Yost, Executive Secretary 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) Andrew Flora 
 
_______________________ 
Andrew Flora, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
April 2019 

 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested parties 
 

Change Muce (FID 295469) to Muse, Florida 
(Review List 434) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=26.8278409&p_longi=-
81.4959102&fid=295469 
 
This proposal is to the change the name of the small unincorporated community of Muce in Glades 
County to Muse to recognize longstanding local use. 
 
The community has been labeled Muce on USGS topographic maps since 1958.  However, the 
name Muse is listed on the Glades County website, and several online publications use that 
spelling.  Muse Community Park, Muse Community Center, Muse Cemetery, Muse Road, and Old 
Muse Road are all located in the community and the road is labeled as such on Federal and third-
party maps.  Google shows the community as Muce, while Bing shows it as both Muse and Muce. 
 
The original name of the community was reportedly Meuse.  Meuse is the name of a river that 
flows through France, Belgium, and the Netherlands; some Belgian families reportedly settled in 
Glades County east of Muse. 
 
The Glades County Commissioners support the proposed change, while the Florida State Names 
Authority has no objection.  Because the U.S. Postal Service does not use the community name in 
addresses, they have no opinion about the proposal. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Change Leinaopapio Point (FID 361815) to Leinaopapio, Hawaii 
(Kalaupapa National Historical Park) 

(Not Review Listed) 
 
This change was submitted by the Hawaii Board on Geographic Names (HBGN).  In the course of 
a multi-year effort to review names in the State to determine if the Hawaiian writing marks 
(kahako and ʻokina) should be added to existing names, and/or whether names currently rendered 
in the two-word form should be one word, the HBGN has identified a number of changes that 
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involve more than simply those two actions.  In some cases, the HBGN has determined that the 
English generic term (e.g. Cape, Point) should be removed, in others, one should be added, and in 
the remaining cases, the spelling of the name is amended slightly. 
 
The HBGN confirmed local usage with Hawaiian language experts and representatives of the 
Bishop Museum, and reports that the Kalawao County government is in favor of the change.  The 
National Park Service has no objection to the change. 
 

Change application of Bald Mountain Creek (FID 1137457) 
and Bear Creek (FID 1137650), Oregon 

(Siskiyou National Forest / Bureau of Land Management) 
(Not Review Listed) 

Bald Mountain Creek: 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.706788&p_longi=-
124.400608 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.657976&p_longi=-
124.321027 
Bear Creek:  
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.718904&p_longi=-
124.38398 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.702872&p_longi=-
124.420398 
 
The BGN has been asked to change the application of the names Bald Mountain Creek and Bear 
Creek for two streams in the Elk River watershed in Siskiyou National Forest in Curry County.  In 
January 2019, Senator Ron Wyden of Oregon introduced S.86, the Oregon Wildlands Act, which 
was incorporated into the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act, 
Pub. L. 116-9, as section 1205 thereof.  Part of the Act designates Bald Mountain Creek and Bear 
Creek as “recreational rivers” and describes Bald Mountain Creek as flowing into the Elk River 
and Bear Creek flowing into Bald Mountain Creek.  The two GNIS entries, however, indicate that 
Bald Mountain Creek flows into Bear Creek, which in turn flows into the Elk River. 
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Although both names were labeled on USGS maps between 1899 and 1996, and on Forest Service 
visitor maps between 1966 and 1997, none of the maps displayed a name for the section of stream 
below the confluence of Bald Mountain Creek and Bear Creek.  During GNIS Phase I compilation, 
when names were collected from topographic maps, the name Bear Creek was assigned to the 
section in question and USTopo maps continue to apply the name as such. 
 
Published sources that show the names as proposed; that is, with Bear Creek flowing into Bald 
Mountain Creek, and the latter flowing into the Elk River, include the following:  the Curry 
County GIS stream layer; The Mineral Resources of Oregon published in 1916 by the Oregon 
Bureau of Mines and Geology; U.S. Forest Service reports on the Elk River watershed published in 
1992, 1994, and 1998; the current Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest webpage about the Elk 
River; the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration’s 2014 Southern Oregon 
Northern California Coast Coho Salmon Recovery Plan; Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
sport fishing regulations; and a chapter in the Geological Society of America’s Special Paper 410, 
published in 2006. 
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Senator Wyden’s office is asking that the applications of the names be changed and reflected in 
GNIS so that the language of the Act reflects the correct applications. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Chippewa Creek, Alabama 
(Review List 434) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=34.95442&p_longi=-86.77687 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=34.96482&p_longi=-86.78022 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Chippewa Creek to a 0.75-mile-long unnamed tributary of 
Tyrone Creek in Madison County.  The name is in reference to the Chippewa Indians.  According 
to the proponent, “Alabama has been working to strengthen partnerships with Native Americans.”   
 
The Madison County Commission was asked to comment on the proposal, but no response was 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The Alabama State Names Authority 
recommends disapproval of the proposal, citing a lack of evidence that the Chippewa or Ojibwe 
people ever inhabited the area that is now Alabama and as such have no connection to the area.  
This opinion was made with input from the Alabama Office of Archaeological Research. 
 
GNIS list two lakes in Alabama with the word “Chippewa” in their names; both are in Mobile 
County and approximately 280 miles from the stream in question.  It is not known how these lakes 
acquired their names; they have been labeled on USGS topographic maps since 1944. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
Change Runaway Negro Creek (FID 322000)  

to Burntpot Creek or Freedom Creek, Georgia 
(Review Lists 432, 434) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=31.976603&p_longi=-
81.0462222&fid=322000 
 
Two proposals have been submitted to change the name of Runaway Negro Creek, a 1.5-mile-long 
anabranch of the Skidaway River in Chatham County.  The stream has been labeled Runaway 
Negro Creek on Federal maps since 1918. 
 
In March 2018, the Georgia Legislature passed Senate Resolution 685 to officially change the 
name of Runaway Negro Creek to Freedom Creek and in May 2018 it was signed by the Governor.  
The Resolution instructed the Georgia State Names Authority to inform the U.S. Board on 
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Geographic Names of the State’s action.  The Georgia State Archives, which serves as the Georgia 
State Names Authority, formally submitted the resolution in December 2018. 
 
The Resolution reads, in part: 
 

“WHEREAS, intentional or not, the current name of such creek [Runaway Negro Creek] 
serves to cast, edify, and perpetuate a posture of criminality upon the men and women who 
pursued the inalienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and… 
 
WHEREAS, the name of such creek should be changed to reflect this state's commitment 
to freedom and the inalienable rights of the men and women who pursue it. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED BY THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that the entire length of the bed of tidewater on the Georgia 
coast at latitude 31.9766030 and longitude -81.0462222, a portion of which runs along the 
edge of Skidaway Island State Park, shall be renamed and known as ‘Freedom Creek.’” 

 
The resolution further suggests the stream’s name refers to its use as a passage to freedom by 
escaped enslaved persons.  Georgia Senator Lester Jackson, who initiated the name change effort, 
states that the original name included the pejorative form of “Negro”; however, that name is not 
recorded in GNIS as a variant, nor has it been found on any published maps.   
 
After S.R. 685 was passed in March, but eight months before the BGN received formal 
notification, a resident of Isle of Hope submitted a proposal to change the name of Runaway Negro 
Creek to Burntpot Creek, a name that refers to the adjacent Burntpot Island.  Isle of Hope is 
located directly across the Skidaway River from Burntpot Island, and the proponent’s research 
focused on the historical cartography of Chatham County.   
 
In an open letter to Senator Jackson, the proponent of Burntpot Creek stated that he 
“enthusiastically” supported efforts to change the stream’s existing name, but preferred one that is 
more “politically neutral. . .  I believe that names applied to natural geographic features should be 
chosen for reasons that do not make a political statement or imply a narrative that may not be true.  
I’m not saying that slaves didn’t use the creek to seek freedom, especially during the Civil War 
when freedom was just an island away.  Every river in Chatham County was likely used to attempt 
escape, and rightly so.”  However, he questioned whether the stream was used extensively as an 
escape route, and that the earliest references to “Runaway Negro” were in fact to a different stream 
a few miles to the north (present-day Habersham Creek).  He suggested the name Runaway Negro 
Creek was most likely given by the county commissioners who commissioned a 1906 map of the 
county, and that it was done “in mean spirits.”  He did note two older written references that may 
apply to the stream, including an 1876 edition of the Savannah Morning News, which published 
testimony from a witness referring to “Runaway-nigger Creek and Skidaway shore.”  Another 
edition of the same paper, published in 1879, reported on a Savannah Yacht Club’s regatta at Isle 
of Hope.  The race began at a point west of Burntpot Island and at some point “passed ‘Nigger 
Head Creek.’”  
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Also in his letter, the proponent of Burntpot Creek stated that he and his neighbors have used that 
name for years “because we felt the [Runaway Negro Creek] name was inappropriate and 
derogatory to people of African heritage.”  He conducted a Facebook poll of the Isle of Hope 
Neighborhood Group; 68 responded in favor of Burntpot Creek, 11 responded in favor of Freedom 
Creek, while others did not want the name to be changed.   
 
He reports that Habersham Creek, which is located closer to Savannah, “was most certainly 
associated with slavery and slaves escaping to freedom” and that perhaps its name should be 
changed instead to Freedom Creek (he has not submitted a formal proposal to do so).  He provided 
evidence that this stream was known as Runaway Negro Creek prior to the 1890s; indeed, it was 
labeled as such on John Fenwick’s map of the Savannah River plantations published in 1785.  The 
stream “wound through the plantations of Deptford and Causton’s Bluff, and slave villages 
occurred along its shores.”  An undated map of Greater Savannah posted on the Savannah 
Chamber of Commerce website also uses the name Runaway Negro Creek.  Furthermore, the 
proponent notes there are two streams in Chatham County named Habersham Creek and changing 
one would help eliminate confusion.  However, he also stated “While I prefer not naming any 
creek ‘Freedom Creek,’ this creek [Habersham Creek] without a doubt was used by slaves 
escaping the rice plantations.”   
 
Some online references to Runaway Negro Creek confuse the two streams.  For example, 
Wikipedia states that “Runaway Negro Creek was the site of some military action during the 
American Civil War,” citing Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of 
the Rebellion published in 1902 by the Department of the Navy.  The text reproduces orders from 
1864 from the Confederate Navy that refer to “Runaway Negro Creek.”  Contextual clues suggest 
the stream is the present-day Habersham Creek. 
 
An article in the March 1954 edition of Motorboating described a journey from Mexico to New 
York: “Vessels of the local [Coast Guard Auxiliary] Flotilla assembled at the Oglethorpe Hotel on 
the Wilmington River, then through Burnt Pot Creek, Runaway Negro Creek, and others just as 
interesting, we cruised twenty miles to Wassaw Island.”  It is unclear which streams had these 
names (a direct route to Wassaw Island along the Wilmington River is only about ten miles, but a 
route along the Intracoastal Waterway, which would pass Runaway Negro Creek and Burntpot 
Island, is about twenty miles).  A 2013 blog post hosted on the Sailblogs website mentions 
“Burntpot Creek,” along with some other streams in coastal Georgia, but does not indicate a 
location. 
 
In an email to Senator Jackson, the proponent stated that in 2016 he had initiated discussions with 
the Chatham County Commission regarding a name change from Runaway Negro Creek to 
“Burntpot Creek (or Burnt-Pot, or Burnt Pot)” but at the time local residents were resistant to the 
change and the matter was not pursued.   
 
The earliest use of the name Runaway Negro Creek on a map is believed to be the aforementioned 
1906 map of Chatham County.  It first appeared on a U.S. Army Engineers tactical map surveyed 
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in 1912 and published in 1918 (the island was labeled Burnt Point I.).  It was also labeled on 
Office of Coast Survey charts beginning in 1938 and on U.S. Geological Survey maps in 1944.   
 
Early maps depicted the stream as tidal, with a wider opening at the southern end than is shown 
today, which suggests there is no longer a continuous flow from its source to its mouth.  As the 
proponent describes it, “On either side of the midpoint, the current can change direction several 
times during a tidal cycle, depending on the wind direction, ocean currents and barometric pressure 
differences in the sounds from which the ocean water enters and exits.”  Nonetheless, at high tide 
the stream continues to provide a shorter route for boats travelling down the Skidaway River.   
 

 
U.S. Army Engineers, 1918 

 

 
U.S. Geological Survey 1979 
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Burntpot Island was first labeled on a nautical chart in 1926; the origin of the name has not been 
determined, although it was mentioned in Colonial records as early as 1757. 
 
The Chatham County Board of Commissioners supports the proposal to change the name to 
Freedom Creek, as does the Georgia State Names Authority.  After consulting with the local 
Navigation Manager who in turn spoke with local residents, the National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration recommends approval of the name Burntpot Creek.  Additional 
support for Burntpot Creek was received from three local residents, while another stated 
opposition to changing the name of the stream.  U.S. Representative Buddy Carter urged the BGN 
to consider Georgia Senate Resolution 685.  
 
After learning that the State Names Authority had forwarded the resolution to the BGN, the 
proponent of Burntpot Creek stated that he had attempted to communicate with the County 
Commissioners and Senator Jackson about his research and concerns regarding the historical 
accuracy of the proposed name Freedom Creek and to make a case for the proposed name Burntpot 
Creek, but was unsuccessful.  He pointed out that many streams in the area have names associated 
with adjacent islands:  the Skidaway River along Skidaway Island, the Isle of Hope River along 
Isle of Hope, and the Wilmington River along Wilmington Island.  He is asking that the BGN be 
reminded that he found “no evidence that any slaves used the creek to escape to freedom, or that 
the creek’s naming in 1906 had anything to do with slavery” and that although he believes that the 
name Runaway Negro Creek is derogatory toward African-Americans, he believes “that the name 
Freedom Creek is simply a fabricated name to appeal to those who believe it imparts a political 
advantage to remind their constituents about the sad period in our history when Slavery existed.  I 
prefer that our natural geographic features are not used as symbols for political posturing. . . .  
Names of natural geographic features are too often chosen to make political statements.  This is 
unfortunate because politics change like the wind, and the reasons for politically chosen names are 
soon forgotten.”  A final statement summarized his concerns:  “The name Freedom Creek, in this 
instance, promotes division in part because the state’s resolution is based on a false or fabricated 
narrative, and because the choice was made without involving residents who can see the creek 
from their homes and who know the history of the current name of the creek and prefer the name 
Burntpot Creek.”  Senator Jackson solicited support from within his district, which encompasses 
an area two miles or more from the stream in question, whereas the majority of signatures on a 
petition solicited by the proponent of Burntpot Creek expressed support for that name; these 
individuals reside in the district that encompasses the stream.  He adds, “Some might say [Burntpot 
Creek] would honor the native Americans who fired pottery on the island.  A lot of pottery shards 
have been found on the island.  It is possible that the name Burntpot Island was derived from the 
burnt-pot clay on the island.” 
 
The only feature listed in GNIS with the name “Burntpot” is the island in question.  A query of 
GNIS found no other natural features in Georgia with “Freedom” in their names.  A park named 
Flame of Freedom is located in Chatham County eight miles to the northwest; this is an eternal 
flame monument in front of the Chatham County Courthouse, built in 1969 by the American 
Legion in honor of all who died in the defense of the freedom of America.   
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In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Falcon Bayou, Texas 
(Review List 429) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=29.56716&p_longi=-98.36509 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=29.57997&p_longi=-98.36333 
 
The new name Falcon Bayou is proposed for a one-mile-long stream that heads in the Falcon 
Ridge area of the City of San Antonio in Bexar County.  When asked why the generic “Bayou” 
was selected (there are no other streams in the county named “Bayou”), the proponent responded 
that it “was chosen due to the general sluggish movement of the stream.  Throughout the stream’s 
course, it has several platforms on which the water will come to a standstill until more rainwater 
arrives or it evaporates.” 
 
The San Antonio City Council supports the proposal.  The Bexar County Commissioners Court 
was asked to comment on the proposal, but no response was received, which is presumed to 
indicate a lack of opinion.   
 
The Texas Geographic Names Committee (TGNC) recommends that the proposal not be approved, 
citing the inappropriate generic term “Bayou” both for the stream in question and for the general 
area.  The TGNC attempted to contact the proponent to suggest that the generic be amended, but 
no response was received.  The TGNC believes that “Bayou” is typically used for marshy features 
near a coastal region and cites the DNC’s Principles, Policies, and Procedures, which states that a 
generic term “should be appropriate to the feature and consistent with terms already used and 
understood in the area in which the feature is located.” 
 
A copy of the proposal was forwarded to the Mescalero Apache Tribe of the Mescalero 
Reservation, a federally recognized Tribe with an interest in Bexar County.  No reply was 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.   
 
A query of GNIS found no other features in Bexar County with the word “Falcon” in their names.   
 

Pyramid Point, Wisconsin 
(Lower Wisconsin State Riverway) 

(Review List 434) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.201487&p_longi=-90.39666 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Pyramid Point for a 3.9-acre unnamed island at Mile 45 
in the Wisconsin River in the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway in the Town of Pulaski in Iowa 
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County.  According to the proponent, the proposed name has been used by local fishermen for 
many years.  The name refers to the triangular shape of the island. 
 
The Pulaski Township Board of Directors has no objection to the proposal, while the Iowa County 
Board recommends approval.  The Wisconsin Geographic Names Committee (WGNC) does not 
support the proposal, citing a lack of evidence of local use, as well as concerns that the island is an 
eroding sand bar that will change shape, and the generic “Point” is misleading for an island.   A 
query of GNIS found nineteen islands with the generic “Point,” one of which is in Wisconsin.  The 
WGNC conferred with the Executive Director of the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board, who 
reported no objection but stated that no locals knew of any name for the island. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Shippee Pond, Connecticut 
(Review List 428) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=41.31347&p_longi=-72.34387 
 
The new commemorative name Shippee Pond is proposed for a small pond in the Town of Old 
Lyme in New London County.  The name is intended to commemorate Nathan Shippee (1919-
2012), an Army veteran and businessman who bought land containing the lake and later donated it 
to the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP; now the Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection [DEEP]).  DEP built its Marine Headquarters 
Office on the property, which later became Ferry Landing State Park.  According to the proponent, 
Mr. Shippee enhanced the lake with some excavations. 
 
Mr. Shippee served during World War II, participating in invasions in North Africa, Italy, and 
southern France.  He commanded a company that assisted the French Resistance and opened a 
strategic port.  He was awarded the Bronze Star by the United States, as well as l’Ordre du Mérite 
Maritime by France.  After his service, he worked as a banker in Shanghai, and then in 
Connecticut in industrial and packaging sales.  He founded Prudential Funds and developed new 
methods of financing oil exploration.  With his wife, he opened the Old Lyme Art Works Gallery 
and the Shippee Gallery in New York City.  After surviving the crash of a Mohawk Airways flight 
in 1963, he published philosophical essays on the meaning of life and helped introduce Jain 
meditation to the U.S. 
 
After Mr. Shippee donated the land to DEP in 1999 and on the occasion of his 81st birthday, the 
name Shippee Pond was designated by the Connecticut Secretary of the State.  A dedication 
ceremony was held at the site.  
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The name Shippee Pond, as proposed, refers to a small, deep lake adjacent to a larger, more 
shallow, marshy wetland (see Figure 1).  When the wetland floods, the lake and wetland are one 
contiguous waterbody.  The lake in question is owned by the State, whereas the wetland is open 
space owned by the Town of Old Lyme.  Use of names for waterbodies in the area is inconsistent.  
For example, in 2009, the Old Lyme Planning Commission noted that a parcel being donated as 
open space contained “a large portion of Shippee Pond with some associated wetlands and abuts 
the DEP property along Ferry Road.”  The Old Lyme Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Commission (OLIWWC) also used the name Shippee Pond, although it is unclear to what feature 
the name applied.  However, the unofficial name Eklund Pond is used from 2014 to at least 2016 
by the OLIWWC and the Old Lyme Open Space Commission.  Use of the latter name appears to 
apply to the entire waterbody; that is, to the proposed Shippee Pond and the adjacent wetland 
collectively.  The name Eklund Pond refers to David and Mary Eklund, the current owners of the 
land who donated the open space to the town. 
 
Real estate listings for properties and homes along Sandpiper Point Road, east of the pond and 
wetlands, report views of Shippee Pond, but it is unclear if the name applies to the lake, the 
wetland, or both. 
 
A painting completed sometime prior to 1996 by an Old Lyme artist depicts the pond or wetland 
and is titled “Shippee Pond/Old Lyme pond” [sic]; the name “Old Lyme Pond” is not found in 
reference to this pond in any sources.   

 

 
Figure 1. Shippee Pond as proposed is circled in red on the left. The names Shippee Pond and 
Eklund Pond are sometimes applied to both the lake and the adjacent wetland.  Flooding 
conditions shown on the right; the wetland to the east is contiguous with Shippee Pond.  Ferry 
Road is west of the pond and wetland, Sandpiper Point Road is to the east.  NHD shows these as 
two distinct features: a waterbody to the northwest and a wetland to the southeast. 
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The name Shippee Pond was originally proposed to the BGN in 2015 by an employee of DEEP, 
who was informed of the five-year waiting period of the BGN’s Commemorative Names Policy. 
 
The Connecticut State Names Authority recommends approval of the name Shippee Pond.  As part 
of their review, they asked the Town of Old Lyme for an opinion, but no response was received, 
which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.   
 
According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no federally 
recognized Tribes with an interest in New London County.  At the request of the BGN, the 
Secretariat forwarded the proposal to two federally recognized Tribes in Connecticut, the 
Mashantucket Pequot Tribe and the Mohegan Tribe of Indians of Connecticut.  No replies were 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
According to GNIS, there are no other features in Connecticut with “Shippee” in their names. 
 

Change Wiley Creek (FID 1152371) to Wyllie Creek, Oregon 
(Review List 434) 

(Malheur National Forest) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.6495955&p_longi=-
119.2233058&fid=1152371 
 
This proposal is to change the spelling of the name of Wiley Creek, a tributary of Fox Creek in 
Grant County, to Wyllie Creek.  The proponent has also proposed a name change for another 
stream in the same county that is also named Wiley Creek; it is a tributary of the John Day River.   
 
William James Wyllie was born in 1848 in Berks County, Pennsylvania, and moved with his 
family to the San Francisco area as a young boy.  While still in his teens, he bought a herd of sheep 
with a friend and began herding them in Eastern Oregon and California.  He spent much of his 
time in the Dayville area, and by 1877 was homesteading at the mouth of the tributary of the John 
Day River that would later be named Wiley Creek.  In 1883 Wyllie married Edith Porter and they 
settled near Drewsey.  After some harsh winters, they moved to the John Day Valley and Dayville.  
The Wyllies had several homesteads in the area including at the mouths of both streams in 
question, and on the South Fork John Day River.  Mr. Wyllie reportedly brought mail, medication, 
and supplies to quarantined towns during a smallpox outbreak.  Mrs. Wyllie would often help out 
neighbors when they were ill and served as a local midwife, reportedly riding on horseback for 
many miles in the dark if needed.  Both of the Wyllies were involved with the incorporation of the 
Town of Dayville in 1913.  Mr. Wyllie is reported to have served as the town’s first marshall, as 
justice of the peace, and clerk of the school district, while Mrs. Wyllie was its first recorder and 
postmaster, although further research suggests these details may pertain to their son and daughter-
in-law.  Mr. and Mrs. Wyllie died in 1928 and 1934, respectively.  Members of the Wyllie family 
still live in the Dayville area. 
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The name Wiley Creek has been published on USGS maps since 1949 and is labeled on FEMA 
maps published in 1979 and 1982.  The name appears in the 1935, 1952, and 1955 editions of 
Metzger’s Atlas of Grant County.    
 
The Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) recommends that the proposal be approved.  The 
OGNB asked the Grant County Commissioners for their opinion about the proposal, but no 
response was received which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The U.S. Forest Service 
supports the proposal. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Change Wiley Creek (FID 1161592) to Wyllie Creek, Oregon 
(Review List 434) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.4465369&p_longi=-
119.3821924&fid=1161592 
 
This proposal is to change the spelling of the name of Wiley Creek, a tributary of the John Day River in 
Grant County (GNIS Feature ID 1161592) to Wyllie Creek.  This is the second proposal submitted by the 
same proponent, who also proposed a change to the name of another Wiley Creek in the same county.  This 
change would also reflect the spelling of the Wyllie family name, especially William James Wyllie (1848-
1928) and his wife Edith (1863-1934), who homesteaded and raised sheep in the area, and were active in 
the community. 
The name Wiley Creek has been published on USGS maps since 1940 and is labeled on FEMA 
maps published in 1979 and 1982.  It also appears in the 1935, 1952, and 1955 editions of 
Metzger’s Atlas of Grant County and at a number of real estate websites.  Lewis McArthur’s 
volume Oregon Geographic Names lists Wiley Creek but says it is incorrectly spelled and should 
be Wylie Creek [sic]; there is no entry for the other Wiley Creek.   
 
The Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) recommends that the proposal be approved.  The 
OGNB asked the Grant County Commissioners for their opinion about the proposal, but no 
response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.   
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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Smith Island, Washington 
(Review List 434) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=47.2485372&p_longi=-123.1149074 
 
The new name Smith Island is proposed for a 0.1-acre island in Island Lake north of the City of 
Shelton.  The name, proposed by the Island Lake Foundation board members, would 
commemorate William Henry “Bill” Smith (1917-2011), who after purchasing the island in 1955, 
allowed the community to use it for recreation; he donated the island to the Island Lake 
Foundation before his death for its preservation.  Smith was employed as an electrical contractor 
and was well known in the community for his generosity, kindness, patience, and sense of humor.  
He was a member of several community groups.  In the past few years, local residents and 
businesses have donated time, money, and supplies to restore the island which has been eroding for 
many years.  The new name is proposed to recognize Smith’s gift to the community. 
 
The Mason County Board of Commissioners supports the proposal.  The proponent reports that 
many longtime residents of Island Lake also support the name.  The Washington Board on 
Geographic Names recommends approval. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
GNIS lists Smith Lake 25 miles to the northwest in Mason County and another Smith Lake 21 
miles to the southeast in Thurston County. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Mount Tempest, Colorado 
(Review List 434) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=38.10728&p_longi=-105.37666 
 
The new name Mount Tempest is proposed for an unnamed 9,113-foot summit in Custer County 
southwest of the Rosita Hills.  The proponents recently purchased property on the summit, where 
they are building a home and on which they have tent camped during construction.  They report 
that the summit has wonderful views but is subject to violent storms and high winds, which are 
well known by local residents.  Their tent has been flattened by 40-mile-per-hour winds and the 
summit has been battered by snow, rain, and golf-ball-sized hail. 
 
The Custer County Commissioners have no opinion about the proposal.  There is currently no 
active State Names Authority in Colorado. 
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In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
GNIS does not list any nearby features with “Tempest” in their names. 
 

Mingwe Run, Ohio 
(Review List 434) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=39.90278&p_longi=-82.77114 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=39.9205&p_longi=-82.73719 
 
The new name Mingwe Run is proposed for an unnamed three-mile-long tributary of an unnamed 
stream in the City of Pickerington and Violet Township in Fairfield County.  The name is 
associated with that of the Mingo Estates subdivision where the stream originates.  The proponent 
states that the word “Mingwe” is a more accurate transliteration of “Mingo,” the name used locally 
to refer to “the native American people who lived here prior to white settlement.”  “Mingwe” is an 
Algonquian word that reportedly means “treacherous,” “stealthy,” or “sneaky people” and was a 
term that referred to some Iroquoian groups (see below for more details).  According to articles on 
the Ohio History Central website, the term “Mingo” is a derogatory exonym “applied by Anglo-
American settlers in the Ohio Valley based on Eastern Algonquian names for Iroquois-speaking 
peoples” and “the Seneca-Cayuga people were historically referred to by non-natives as the 
‘Mingo,’ a derogatory term that is considered offensive today.”   
 
The proposal was originally placed on Review List 429.  A decision was deferred by the BGN at 
its June 2018 meeting, pending a need for further research into the potential offensiveness of the 
word “Mingwe.”  In December 2018, the BGN once again deferred a decision, with a request that 
the proposal be reposted on a later review list in order to allow for additional input from Tribal 
authorities.  (The proposals on Review List 429 were processed under the former Native American 
Names Policy, whereby federally recognized Tribes were contacted directly regarding individual 
proposals for features in areas where they had reported they had current or historical interest.  As 
such, only a small number of Tribes were asked to comment on the original proposal.)  Because 
the BGN was uncertain if the word “Mingwe” might be considered offensive to other Tribes, they 
suggested the proposal be processed under the new Tribal Names Policy whereby all federally 
recognized Tribes are given the opportunity to comment on any proposal in which they have an 
interest.  
 
The name Mingwe Run was proposed by the Urban Forester of the City of Canal Winchester, who 
submitted proposals to name three unnamed streams in the George Creek watershed.  He states, 
“Our issues of storm water overflows and emergency spills and water quality necessitate clear and 
concise naming/mapping for tributaries of the region.”  One proposal, for Fox Run, was approved 
by the BGN in June 2018; the third is awaiting additional input from a local jurisdiction.  
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The Mayor of the City of Pickerington, the Violet Township Board of Trustees, and the Fairfield 
County Board of Commissioners all support the proposal for Mingwe Run, as do the City Engineer 
of the City of Pickerington, the Director of Operations of Violet Township, the Chair of the 
Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Ohio State Names Authority. 
 
Under the former Native American Names Policy, a copy of the proposal was forwarded to the 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma and the Shawnee Tribe, both federally recognized Tribes 
with an interest in Fairfield County.  The Eastern Shawnee Tribe responded in support of the 
proposal.  The Shawnee Tribe did not respond, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  
 
In the 1911 The Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, Amandus Johnson wrote: “The Delawares 
[an Algonquian language group] applied the name Mingwe (in various forms) to the Iroquois and 
cognate tribes. . . .”  A footnote reads, “Mingwe means ‘treacherous, stealthy,’ various forms being 
used by the settlers, as Mingo, Minquaas, Minqwe, Minquas, Minquesser, Mynkussar, etc.”  In the 
1936 Archaeological Studies of the Susquehannock Indians of Pennsylvania, Donald A. Cadzow 
wrote, “The early Swedes and Dutch called the Susquehanna Iroquois ‘Minquas’ from the 
Delaware name applied to all tribes of this group.  These names are corruptions of the Algonquian 
mingwe meaning ‘stealthy, treacherous.”  Minquas was also used extensively during the late 
colonial period to designate any detached body of Iroquois regardless of where they were from.”  
In the 2001 Native American Speakers of the Eastern Woodlands: Selected Speeches and Critical 
Analyses, Barbara Alice Mann wrote, “To begin with, the term ‘Mingo’. . . is originally of 
derogatory origin.  Although some sources maintain that it means ‘chief’ and refers to the non-
League Iroquoian policy of all people being chiefs, it is far more likely to be more undignified.  
‘Mingo’ is, instead, probably a slur term (from mengwe, meaning ‘sneaky people,’ originally 
referring to the League Iroquois), picked up in the late eighteenth century by Moravian 
missionaries from the small group of disaffected League Lénâpe (‘Delawares’).”  The translation 
of “mingo” as “chief” may come from the Chickasaw word “minko’” or “mingo.”  The Chickasaw 
is in a different language family than Algonquian, so the words are unlikely to be related.  
Although no published sources specifically list “mingwe” as being an offensive term, it appears 
that, at least to some, the word spelled in any way might be offensive. 
 
The Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, which as noted previously, supports the proposal, is an 
Algonquian-speaking tribe.  According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, 
there were no tribes that speak an Iroquois-derived language with an interest in the area. 
 
The word “Mingo” is used in many sources to refer to the native groups of what would become 
Ohio and West Virginia.  A website for the preservation of the Mingo language states, “Mingo is 
an Iroquoian language native to the areas of western Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio, and West 
Virginia” and that “Mingo is a northern Iroquoian language of people politically distinct from the 
League Iroquois originally inhabiting the Ohio drainage in western Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio, 
and northern West Virginia.”  The website also reports that “Black Mingo is historically an 
umbrella term applied to those Iroquoian-speaking peoples of the Ohio Valley who opposed the 
Iroquois League, the confederation originally comprised of the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, 
Cayugas and Senecas in New York State.  Before the formation of the League, the Mingos were 
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merely the Iroquoian-speaking peoples of the Ohio Valley and its tributaries in what is now West 
Virginia, western Pennsylvania, and eastern Ohio.”  The term Black Mingo (or Blue Mingo) was 
reportedly given to the groups for their misdeeds, perceived or real.   
 
“Mingo” is also a local name for the vermilion snapper (Rhomboplites aurorubens), a marine fish 
found off the coast of the southeastern United States.  A character in the television series Daniel 
Boone was a Cherokee named Mingo.  A small battle of the Revolutionary War that occurred in 
South Carolina is known as the Battle of Black Mingo, named for a nearby stream. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
A query of GNIS found no nearby features with “Mingwe” in their names.  Many features in GNIS 
have “Mingo” in their names.  Populated places named Mingo or that contain “Mingo” exist in 
Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Missouri, Mississippi, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Utah, and West Virginia.  Natural features that include “Mingo” in their names also exist in 
Alaska, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Illinois, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Maryland, New York, 
Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, U.S. Virgin Islands, Washington, and Wisconsin.  
Names in the areas of the Seneca-Cayuga homelands in New York and Ohio derive from the term 
used for those tribes; many of the other populated places are named for Mingo, Ohio, or for the 
tribes.  The Chickasaw word minko’ and the Choctaw word mįko both mean chief, and are the 
source of names in Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, and perhaps Texas (the name in Texas 
may derive from the use of the word “Mingo” in novels by James Fenimore Cooper, which 
referred to the Iroquois-speaking tribes of the New York area.) 
 

Twenty-five names in Deschutes County, Klamath County, and Lake County, Oregon 
(Newberry National Volcanic Monument  / Deschutes National Forest)  

(Review List 434) 
 
The following twenty-five names are proposed for features in and around the Newberry Volcano 
caldera in Deschutes County, Klamath County, and Lake County, Oregon.  All the features are 
located within Deschutes National Forest; ten of the features are located within the Newberry 
National Volcanic Monument, administered by the U.S. Forest Service.  Two of the names are in 
published use and are proposed to be made official; the remaining names are new names proposed 
for unnamed features.  GNIS contains no record of any of these names. 
 
The proponent, a U.S. Geological Survey geologist who studies the geology of the Newberry 
Volcano area, states that these names are needed for reference in published scientific papers about 
and geologic maps of the area.  She refers to the long-term monitoring of the volcano by USGS 
and reports that many significant volcanic features on the landscape do not have names.  In 2008, 
she sent a draft proposal for a large number of names to the Oregon Geographic Names Board 
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(OGNB) after consulting with local agencies and offices.  As a result of lidar mapping of the area, 
additional unnamed features were noted.  The OGNB will be considering groups of the proposed 
names, which number near one hundred.   
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The proponent states that the proposed names are used in the everyday work of local geologists 
and are based on the shape of the feature; the local flora and fauna; the location of the feature 
relative to other named features; and the history of the area.   
 
The OGNB recommends approval of this group of 25 names.  The OGNB contacted the 
governments of Deschutes County, Klamath County, and Lake County, but no responses were 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The OGNB also contacted American 
Indian Tribes in Oregon, but no responses were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of 
opinion.  The U.S. Forest Service supports the proposals. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
Abacus Buttes 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.62123&p_longi=-121.38697 
 
The new name Abacus Buttes is proposed for a two-mile-long range of six small cinder cones in 
Deschutes County and Klamath County in Deschutes National Forest.  The highest of the cones 
has an elevation of 5,094 feet.  The proponent compared the series of cones to a string of beads on 
an abacus. 
 

Alignment Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.61437&p_longi=-121.26102 
 
The new name Alignment Butte is proposed for a 5,741-foot summit in Lake County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  This summit is the largest volcanic cone within a volcanic vent alignment. 

 
Camp Abbot Butte 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.86216&p_longi=-121.38775 
 
This proposal would make official the name Camp Abbot Butte for a 4,741-foot summit in 
Deschutes County in Deschutes National Forest.  This summit is the highest of a series of cinder 
cones.  The north side of the summit is the location of a mine named the Camp Abbot Cinder Pit. 
 
Camp Abbot was a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers training center which operated from 1942 to 
1944 and was located three miles west of the summit.  The camp was an engineer replacement 
training center which trained combat engineers.  The camp was developed on private ranch lands 
and lands managed by Deschutes National Forest.  The location of the camp was reportedly chosen 
because it was isolated and was similar to mountainous regions in Europe where troops would be 
fighting.  After 1944, most of the camp’s buildings were destroyed.  In the 1960s, the site was 
developed into the Sunriver Resort community.  Camp Abbot was named for Lieutenant Henry 
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Larcom Abbot who led an Army Corps of Topographical Engineers survey to find a rail route 
between the Sacramento Valley and the Columbia River.  Abbot and some of his party members 
camped near the site of the future Camp Abbot. 
 
The name Camp Abbot Butte is used in the 1990 Deschutes National Forest Land and Resource 
Management Plan published by the Department of Agriculture.  
 

Camp Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.72708&p_longi=-121.14026 
 
The new name Camp Butte is proposed for a 6,412-foot summit in Deschutes County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  The summit is a cinder cone and is located near a U.S. Forest Service campsite 
named Campsite Number 1. 
 

Corner Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.6647&p_longi=-121.25005 
 
The new name Corner Butte is proposed for a 6,536-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is a volcanic 
cone with multiple vents.  The name refers to the Newberry National Volcanic Monument 
boundary corners located on the summit.  In addition, the proponent cites the proximity to the 
Surveyors Lava Flow and that surveyors often use property corners in their work. 
 

Deadfall Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.73912&p_longi=-121.27437 
 
The new name Deadfall Butte is proposed for a 6,887-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The name refers to the 
large amount of downed trees around the volcanic cone which make it difficult for geologists to 
access. 
 

Dogleg Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.61314&p_longi=-121.22194 
 
The new name Dogleg Butte is proposed for a 5,989-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The name comes from the sharply angled northeast corner of the 
volcanic cone. 
 

Double Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.63178&p_longi=-121.23537 
 
The new name Double Butte is proposed for a 6,170-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The volcanic cone has two summit craters and is one of a pair of vent 
cones. 
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Doublet Cones 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.71128&p_longi=-121.10877 
 
The new name Doublet Cones is proposed for a pair of summits in in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The higher of the cinder cones has an elevation of 5,844 feet.  This 
feature is a pair of small cinder cones. 
 

Erratic Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.78189&p_longi=-121.21264 
 
The new name Erratic Butte is proposed for a 6,558-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  This volcanic cone was 
eroded by glaciers and glacial erratics (rocks transported long distances by glaciers and distinct 
from the kinds of rocks found where they are deposited) can be found on the summit.   
 

Grade Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.82931&p_longi=-121.29002 
 
The new name Grade Butte is proposed for a 5,974-foot summit in Deschutes County in Newberry 
National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The name of this volcanic cone refers 
to historic railroad grades in the area, one of which traverses the north side of the summit. 
 

Huntington Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.92535&p_longi=-121.34352 
 
The new name Huntington Butte is proposed for a 4,655-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The old Huntington Military Road or Huntington Wagon Road passed 
between this volcanic cone and Lava Butte. 
 

Jackpine Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.75073&p_longi=-121.283 
 
The new name Jackpine Butte is proposed for a 6,696-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The proponent states that the name refers to the lodgepole pines that 
grow on the cinder cone and that these pines are also known as jackpines.  The jack pine is a 
closely related species that grows in northern and eastern boreal forests, but “jackpine” appears to 
be a local name for lodgepole pines. 
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Lakeshore Domes 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.70743&p_longi=-121.26154 
 
The new name Lakeshore Domes is proposed for a pair of summits on the south shores of Paulina 
Lake in Deschutes County in Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National 
Forest.  The higher of the rhyolite domes has an elevation of 6,678 feet. 
 

Lithic Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.76877&p_longi=-121.13781 
 
The new name Lithic Butte is proposed for a 6,014-foot summit in Deschutes County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  Glacial erratics (rocks transported long distances by glaciers and distinct from the 
kinds of rocks found where they are deposited) can be found on the cinder cone.  The word 
“Lithic” comes from Greek for “stone” and the name refers to these rocks. 
 

North Canyon 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.765895&p_longi=-121.209975 
 
The new name North Canyon is proposed for a 0.7-mile-long valley in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The proponent reports that 
the valley is more clearly seen on lidar results and not on topographic maps.  The valley contains 
an outcrop of ice-contact mini-columns in basaltic lava flows.  The name refers to the valley’s 
location on the north side of Newberry Volcano. 
 

North Kawak Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.77986&p_longi=-121.27771 
 
This proposal would make official the name North Kawak Butte for a 6,637-foot summit in 
Deschutes County in Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  This 
volcanic cone is located north of Kawak Butte.  The proponent reports that the name has been used 
since 1985 by Deschutes National Forest geologists; the name is also published in the 2000 
Roadside Guide to the Geology of Newberry Volcano and a 1997 USGS Open-File Report titled 
“Volcano Hazards at Newberry Volcano, Oregon.” 
 

Pine Cone Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.80305&p_longi=-121.31405 
 
The new name Pine Cone Butte is proposed for a 5,675-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  This volcanic cone is 
located near Sugar Pine Butte and the proponent states that the proposed name continues the theme 
of tree names in the area. 
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Round Hill 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.66007&p_longi=-121.33685 
 
The new name Round Hill is proposed for a 5,288-foot summit in Deschutes County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  This round-shaped summit is the end of a rhyolitic lava flow. 
 

Shaped Hill 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.65638&p_longi=-121.27544 
 
The new name Shaped Hill is proposed for a 5,812-foot summit in Deschutes County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  This cinder cone was shaped by glaciers. 
 

Shoulder Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.76582&p_longi=-121.28622 
 
The new name Shoulder Butte is proposed for a 6,999-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  This volcanic cone is 
located on the northwest shoulder of Newberry Volcano. 
 

Skunk Rim 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.73809&p_longi=-121.16573 
 
The new name Skunk Rim is proposed for a 0.2-mile-long ridge with an elevation of 6,828 feet in 
Deschutes County in Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  This 
small ridge is a segment of an older volcanic caldera.  The proponent reports that a strong odor of 
skunks was detected on the outcrop when visited by geologists. 
 

Split Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.64359&p_longi=-121.14671 
 
The new name Split Butte is proposed for a 5,867-foot summit in Deschutes County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  This rhyolite dome is split by a younger basaltic fissure. 
 

Washed Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.75226&p_longi=-121.10415 
 
The new name Washed Butte is proposed for a 5,782-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  This cinder cone is surrounded by gravel deposited by flowing water 
and contains glacial erratics at the summit.  The proponent refers to the effects of water that 
“washed” around and (in the form of ice) over the summit. 
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Waterfall Rim 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.57286&p_longi=-121.00674 
 
The new name Waterfall Rim is proposed for a 3-mile-long ridge in Lake County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  The ridge’s highest point is near its north end at 4,815 feet in elevation.  This 
ridge is the remnant of an early Newberry Volcano basalt flow.  Melting glacial ice cut a smooth 
notch through this basalt ridge. 
 

Nelscott Creek, Oregon 
(Review List 434) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=44.9431&p_longi=-124.02414 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=44.94651&p_longi=-
124.02172 
 
The new name Nelscott Creek is proposed for a short stream that flows from a spring into the 
Pacific Ocean near the community of Nelscott in Lincoln City in Lincoln County.  The community 
was founded in 1925 when Charles Nelson and Dr. W. G. Scott purchased land with the intent to 
develop it into a resort.  In the late 1920s, Mrs. Nelson suggested combining the names of Nelson 
and Scott into Nelscott for the name of the settlement. 
 
The proponent initially proposed the name Hoskins Creek for this stream to commemorate a 
nephew of Charles Nelson, who as a young boy helped with the development of the Nelscott 
community.  As part of its research, the Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) solicited input 
from American Indian tribes with an interest in Oregon.  The Cultural Resources Director of the 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon stated that he could not support the proposal, 
stating that while he recognized that Mr. Hoskins “was an honored and loved member of the 
Nelscott community, and had history related to water supply for the motorcamp. . .,” the name 
Hoskins has a negative connotation for his tribe because of its association with Fort Hoskins, 
which was located within the original Siletz Reservation and which operated between 1857 and 
1865.  The Director also stated that place names “should not necessarily commemorate individuals 
who lived there at one point in time (or who grows [sic] up there, left and came back later in life). . 
. especially if it is not to recognize the original claimant of an area when opened to settlement.”  
He recommended that the name reflect the “community or [the] first recorded resident’s name [to] 
help preserve community knowledge of its history.”  Upon learning of the objections of the 
Cultural Resources Director, the proponent withdrew his proposal and submitted the name Nelscott 
Creek instead. 
 
The Lincoln County Board of Commissioners, the North Lincoln County Historical Museum, and 
the OGNB all support the proposal for Nelscott Creek.  Other than the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians of Oregon, no other Tribes responded to the OGNB’s request for comment, which is 
presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 



34 
 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 


